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Subject: Request the urgent implementation of the 
Chilean Whale Sanctuary (Law 20.293) to prevent the 
extinction of the Critically Endangered population of 
southern right whale (Eubalaena australis) of the 
Southeast Pacific 

 
 
 

 
 

Santiago, Chile, November 3rd 2023 
 
 
Mr. President Gabriel Boric 
President of the Republic of Chile 
 
 
 
Mr. President Boric, 
 

On behalf of the undersigned scientists, citizens, and marine conservation organizations, we call 
your attention to the death of a southern right whale calf1 (Eubalaena australis) in Melinka (Guaitecas 
Archipelago, Aysen Region), in June 2023 due to entanglement in fishing gear and possible collision with 
a vessel. 
 

As you are aware, the southern right whale population in the Southeast Pacific is classified as 
Critically Endangered2 by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), because its 
population would not exceed 50 mature individuals in the waters of Chile and Peru.  
 

Since 2012, the International Whaling Commission (IWC) has been making efforts to prevent its 
extinction through a Conservation and Management Plan3 (CMP) for this population. Complementarily, in 

 
1 https://ccc-chile.org/2023/07/29/quienes-son-los-responsables-de-las-muertes-de-las-ultimas-ballenas-francas-australes-en-la-patagonia-chilena/  
2 https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/133704/50385137 
3 https://iwc.int/management-and-conservation/conservation-management-plans/south-pacific-southern-right-whale  



 
 

15 YEARS CHILEAN WHALE SANCTUARY 
·    · 

 
2 

2018 the governments of Chile and Peru signed a Memorandum of Understanding4 to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation for their protection. 
 

The main factors currently affecting migratory routes, feeding, reproduction and breeding areas, 
are entanglements in fishing gear and anti-predator nets of salmon farms cage rafts, as well as vessel 
collisions, habitat degradation due to chemical, organic, and plastic pollution, and the effects of the 
climate crisis. These threats represent a worrying scenario for species classified as Critically Endangered, 
such as the southern right whale population of Chile-Peru. 
 

During the last seven years, two individuals of this species have died due to entanglement in 
fishing gear in the coastal regions of Los Lagos and Aysen5. These losses significantly undermine 
international, regional, and national cooperative efforts to prevent the extinction of this population. The 
IWC CMP for the Chile-Peru southern right whale population is clear in indicating that all anthropogenic 
mortality for this population must be kept at zero to advance in its recovery. However, the last two records 
of death of the species indicate the whales died due to human interactions. 
 

Genetic studies6 revealed that this population would be unique and different from the populations 
of the Southwest Atlantic (Argentina-Brazil-Uruguay) or the Indo-Pacific (Australia-New Zealand). 
Therefore, the Chile-Peru population would be isolated from the others, making its recovery even more 
vulnerable because there would be no possibility of repopulation from individuals from other areas. 
 

The current conservation status of the southern right whales in Chile as Critically Endangered 
requires immediate attention and precautionary efforts to ensure their long-term survival. 
 

During the government of President Michelle Bachelet, the historic law 20.293, popularly known 
as the Chilean Whale Sanctuary7, was enacted in 2008. It grants full and permanent protection to all 
cetacean species present in Chilean waters, as well as a regulatory framework for the observation of 
cetaceans in the country.  
 

Article 3 of the Chilean Whale Sanctuary states that it must "promote the protection and 
conservation of whale and dolphin populations, as well as the ecosystems they depend on", and "protect 
key areas for the development of their life cycles, implementing additional protection measures in 
breeding, feeding and mating areas, and migratory routes". 
 

On the other hand, the general regulations for the observation of marine mammals, reptiles, 
hydrobiological birds, and cetaceans (D.S.38-2011) establish that the observation of southern right whales 
along the Chilean coastal ecosystems is strictly limited to coastal platforms, to ensure maximum 
protection of the species from any anthropic activity and/or harassment by human observers.  
 

 
4 https://www.subpesca.cl/portal/617/w3-article-102928.html 
5 https://ccc-chile.org/2017/03/01/ballena-franca-muere-por-enmallamiento-en-redes-en-chile-cronica-de-una-extincion-aun-evitable/  
6 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32347944/  
7 https://www.cooperativa.cl/noticias/sociedad/fauna/ballenas/las-ong-celebraron-la-promulgacion-de-ley-que-declaro-a-chile-santuario/2008-10-
15/172251.html  
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Mr. President Boric, your leadership and action are key to reversing the alarming deaths of 
southern right whales in Chilean waters, making a significant difference in ensuring their long-term 
recovery and the proper functioning of their associated marine ecosystems.  
 

Therefore, we request that, according to Chilean legislation and international scientific 
recommendations, you urgently adopt the actions to implement the following measures: 
 

1. Strengthen and rigorously enforce the provisions of the Chilean Whale Sanctuary (Law 20.293) 
and the IWC Chile-Peru Right Whale CMP to avoid or mitigate human-induced threats to this 
species, including at a minimum:  
 

a. Regulate maritime traffic and reduce navigation speeds in sighting areas.  
b. Regulate fishing and intensive industrial aquaculture practices to avoid direct 

entanglement and eliminate increasing chemical and organic pollution.  
 

2. Eliminate the operations of intensive industrial marine farming centers - and the maritime and 
logistical support activities of this industry - within maritime national parks, marine protected 
areas, and marine reserves. 

 
3. Reinforce the application of national whale watching regulations (D.S.38-2011), so that the 

National Fishing and Aquaculture Service and the General Directorate of Maritime Territory 
penalize maritime whale watching operations and/or harassment to southern right whale 
specimens, in compliance with current regulations. 

 
4. Establish mobile and temporary marine protected areas around the animals, to stop human 

activities for the time that the southern right whales are in an area where they have been sighted, 
especially mothers with calves. It is worth mentioning that similar measures have been already 
implemented for this species in 2008 in Quintay and 2013 in San Antonio.  

 
5. Implement the recommendations of the Virtual Expert Workshop on the Chile-Peru Southern 

Right Whale8, held within the framework of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) in 
2022, where the current process of expansion of the mega salmon industry in the Chilean 
Patagonia was identified as one of the greatest threats to the recovery of this Critically 
Endangered population in the Southeast Pacific. In a complementary manner, the IWC Scientific 
Committee expressed great concern about the potential impact that salmon farming represents on 
whales and their marine ecosystems in southern Chile.  

 
6. Allocate human and financial resources to research, monitor, restore, and protect the coastal and 

oceanic habitats on which southern right whales depend throughout the country. 
 

 
8 https://archive.iwc.int/?r=19776  
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We kindly ask you to support these proposals in order to ensure that the Chilean Whale Sanctuary is a 
true refuge for these marine mammals and to prevent the decline and potential extinction of the last 
southern right whales of Chile-Peru.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Elsa Cabrera 
Directora ejecutiva 
Centro de Conservación Cetacea 
info@ccc-chile.org 

 

Juan Carlos Cárdenas 
Director ejecutivo 
Centro Ecoceanos 
jcc@ecoceanos.cl 

 
 

ON BEHALF OF 
 

Sandra Altherr 
Pro Wildlife 
ALEMANIA 

Roxana Schteinbarg 
Instituto de Conservación de 

Ballenas 
ARGENTINA 

 

José María Musmeci 
Fundación Patagonia Natural 

ARGENTINA 

Carolina Cassani 
Fundación Cethus 

ARGENTINA 

Ana Di Pangracio 
Fundación Ambiente y Recursos 

Naturales (FARN) 
ARGENTINA 

 

Luis Castelli 
Fundación Naturaleza para el 

Futuro (FUNAFU) 
ARGENTINA 

Alejandro Arias 
Fundación Vida Silvestre 

ARGENTINA 

Eduardo Camargo 
Instituto Baleia Jubarte 

BRASIL 

 
Nalu Machado 

Instituto Brasileiro de 
Conservação da Natureza 

BRASIL 
Paulo Guilherme "Pingüim" 

Divers for Sharks & 
Centro de Estudos do Mar Onda 

Azul 
BRASIL 

 

Annelise Sorg 
No Whales In Captivity 

CANADÁ 

Lesley Sutty 
Eastern Caribbean Coalition for 

Environmental Awareness 
(ECCEA) 
CARIBE 

Sonia Español 
Fundación Meri 

CHILE 
 

Jaqueline Montecinos 
World Wildlife Fund Chile 

(WWF Chile) 
CHILE 

 

Lucio Cuenca 
Observatorio Latinoamericano de 
Conflictos Ambientales (OLCA) 

CHILE 
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Delia Nuñez Veliz 
Comunidad Indígena Diaguita 

Punta de Lobos, Huasco 
CHILE 

 

Pamela Arancibia 
Agrupación Ciudadana Acue  

CHILE 
 

 
Derechos de la Madre Naturaleza 

(DMTN Chile) 
CHILE 

 
Chile sin Ecocidio 

CHILE 
 

Defendamos Chiloé 
CHILE 

Fundación Protege Los Molles 
CHILE 

Escuela Superior Campesina 
Curaco de Vélez de Chiloé 

CHILE 
 

Somos Cerro Blanco 
CHILE 

Salvemos Olmué 
CHILE 

 
Red por la Superación al Modelo 

Forestal 
CHILE 

 

Movimiento por el Agua y los 
Territorios (MAT) 

CHILE 

Federación de Sindicatos de 
Tripulantes y Oficiales 

(FESIMAR) 
CHILE 

Sindicato de trabajadores y 
trabajadores del salmón Rio 

Dulce de Quellón, Chiloé 
CHILE 

 

Centro de Estudios Sociales de 
Chiloe (CESH) 

CHILE 
 

Comunidad Mapuche Williche 
Puwapi de Archipiélago de 
Guaitecas Patagonia, Aysén 

CHILE 
 

Asociación de comunidades 
indígenas de Islas Huichas, 

Patagonia Aysén 
CHILE 

 

Comité Nacional Pro Defensa de 
Fauna y Flora de Aysén 

(CODEFF Aysén) 
CHILE 

 

Agrupación Aisén Reserva de 
Vida de Aysén 

CHILE 
 

Comunidades Kawésqar por la 
defensa del Mar 

CHILE 
 
 

Comunidad Kawesqar Ata'p 
CHILE 

 

Comunidad Kawesqar Grupos 
Familiares Nomades del Mar 

CHILE 
 

Comunidad Kawesqar residentes 
en Rio Primero 

CHILE 
 

Corporación Nacional de 
Mujeres de la Pesca Artesanal de 

Chile 
CHILE 

 

Sindicato de pescadores y 
algueras de caleta Coliumo 

CHILE 
 

Fundación Lenga de Puerto 
Natales 
CHILE 

 

Lilián Flores 
Fundación Yubarta 

COLOMBIA 

María Clara Jímenez 
Fundación Conservaré 

COLOMBIA 
 

Javier Rodríguez 
Fundación Promar 

COSTA RICA 

Birgith Sloth 
Society for the Conservation 

of  Marine Mammals 
DINAMARCA 

 

Cristina Castro 
Fundación Ballenas del Pacífico 

ECUADOR 
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Felipe Vallejos 
Equilibrio Azul 

ECUADOR 

Peggy Oki 
Origami Whales Project 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Deb Addams 
LegaSeas 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 
 

Heather Rockwell 
Cetacean Society International 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Jeff Pantukhoff 
The Whaleman Foundation 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Stephanie Stack 
Pacific Whale Foundation 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 
 

 
Mark J. Palmer 

International Marine Mammal 
Project of Earth Island Institute 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 
 

Taryn Kiekow 
Natural Resource Defense 

Council (NRDC) 
ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Nancy Azzan 
Dolphin Connection 
ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Henry Leigh 
World Wildlife Fund US 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Susan Millward 
Animal Welfare Institute (AWI) 

ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Grettel Delgadillo 
Humane Society International 

Latinoamérica (HSI LA) 
INTERNACIONAL 

 
Joaquín Ponce 

International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (IFAW) 

INTERNACIONAL 

Sergio Palma 
Environmental Defense Fund 

Chile 
INTERNACIONAL 

Claire Christian 
Antarctic and Southern Ocean 

Coalition (ASOC) 
INTERNACIONAL 

 
Brendan Price 

Irish Seal Sanctuary 
IRLANDA 

 
Alice Mary Higgins 

Senadora Independiente 
IRLANDA 

 

Nanami Kurasawa 
Dolphin and Whale NetworK 

JAPÓN 

Gustavo Alaniz 
Centro Mexicano de Derecho 
Ambiental, A.C. (CEMDA) 

MÉXICO 

Yolanda Alaniz 
Conservación de Mamíferos 

Marinos de Mexico 
(COMARINO) 

MÉXICO 
 

Marielena Hoyo 
Producciones Serengeti 

MÉXICO 

 
Astrid Frisch Jordan 

Ecología y Conservacion de 
Ballenas, AC 

MÉXICO 
 

Raomir Manzanarez 
Jóvenes Ambientalistas 

NICARAGUA 

Betzi Pérez-Ortega 
Fundación Panacetacea 

PANAMÁ 

Gabriel Despaigne 
Asociación Verde de Panamá 

(ASVEPA) 
PANAMÁ 

Carlos Yaipén-Llanos 
Organización Científica para 

Conservación de Animales 
Acuáticos (ORCA) 

PERÚ 

Julio Reyes y Monica Echegaray 
Áreas Costeras y Recursos 

Marinos (ACOREMA) 
PERÚ 
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Clare Perry 
Environmental Investigation 

Agency 
REINO UNIDO 

 

Barbara Maas 
People for Nature and Peace 

REINO UNIDO 

Andy Ottaway 
Campaign Whale 
REINO UNIDO 

Lucy Babey 
Orca Web 

REINO UNIDO 

Patricia Lamelas 
Centro para la Conservación y el 
Desarrollo de la Bahía de Samaná 

y su Entorno (CEBSE) 
REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA 

 

Rita Sellares 
Fundación Dominicana de 

Estudios Marinos 
(FUNDEMAR) 

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA 
 

Nikky Entrup 
Ocean Care 

SUIZA 

 
Monique Pool 

Green Heritage Fund 
SURINAM 

 

Virginia Juele 
Aguará popé - Educación y 

Gestión Ambiental 
URUGUAY 

  
May Rovatz 

Organización para la 
Conservación de los Cetáceos 

(OCC) 
URUGUAY 

 

 
 
 

 


